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It ought to have the benefit of the best 
thought and most earnest care of its mem- 
bers. Business men ought to go to confer- 
ence and every one who has an experience 
or a successful method of work ought to plan 
to pass along the good they have to the whole 
body of the church. The conference affords 
opportunity to do far-reaching service in this 

way. 
II.      FELLOWSHIP 

. The fellowship of such gatherings is inval- 
uable. It was an element of power in that 
prayer meeting in the upper room in Jerusa- 
led ; it was one of the "steadfast" features 
of the early church ; it is that which makes 
the "heavenly places in Christ Jesus" of 
which Paul speaks (Eph. 1:3.) 

This was an element of the Jewish feasts 
at Jerusalem which bound the Jewish nation 
together. It has been an element of strength 
to the German Baptist church thro its annual 
meetings. New acquaintances are formed ; 
old friendships are renewed ; contact with 
spiritual and strong leaders brings uplift and 
inspiration and tho one should not remember 
much of the speeches yet the very atmos- 
phere is full of the power and inspiration of 
love. The social and spiritual part of this 
conference has been made most prominent 
because it is the most valuable. 

III.      METHODS 

Along with the fellowship comes the school- 
ing in methods of work. Every one with a 
good idea can pass it along and each can 
reap the benefit of the experience of all. 
Notice how the program has provided for 
"open parliaments" on methods of work in 
all the departments of the church. 

IV. DEEPENED SPIRITUALITY 

One had better not be born than to live 
only to die in sin. Life is valuable in pro- 
portion to its spiritual status. One had bet- 
ter live ten years a good man than fifty years 
a bad man. By spending a few days and a 
few dollars at conference you may double the 
value and joy and power of your life. // 
pays to take time to be holy. Life is too short 
and too tremendously fraught with duty to 
dawdle it away on a low spiritual plane. 
Reader, ponder this point well. You can 
make no better investment for time or for 
eternity than in the means of grace which 
will build you up in the Christ-life. Read 
over the program again and mark how large- 
ly it is given to just this work of deepening 
the spiritual life. 

V. INCREASED FRUITFULNESS 

It goes without saying that an increased 
consecration will result in increased fruitful- 
ness. After the conference there will be an 
awaking of dry bones in many a congrega- 
tion and every part of the church will feel the 
quickening power. You will go home from 
the conference a better Christian, a more 
powerful worker, a greater force in your com- 
munity and life will count for more because 
of your blessing. 

In this way those at home share in the 
benefits of the conference and ought to be 
glad to help send delegates to it 

These are a few of the blessings. There 
are others—God only knows how many and 
how great they are—but these alone amply 
justify holding our conference frequently. 
Local churches have local difficulties and 
unless there is a strong tie holding members 
to the general church, they are in danger 
of drifting away to other denominations, and 
even ministers get discouraged. The confer- 
ence brings the general work to the attention 
of all and rivets the affections of the people 
to the general cause instead of the local 
churches or pastor. Let all who can plan to 
spend a week at "Beautiful Winona" in fel- 
lowship with the brethren, in study of the 
Word, in planning the work, and in waiting 
upon Him who alone giveth the power and 
the grace and the increase. 

OUR PLEA 
J.  ALLEN  MILLER 

That we as a people have a mission in 
working out the eternal purpose of God none 
can question. This is true from the fact 
that as a people we stand distinctively for 
the acceptance of the scriptures as the only 
and sufficient rule in faith and practice. In 
making this plea we differ with others in that 
wc insist upon Apostolic doctrine, practice 
and polity; that is, we believe that the scrip- 
tures should be interpreted in harmony with 
the laws of language and that the command- 
ments and precepts of the Lord should be 
literally and unreservedly obeyed. 

In the following words our plea, as I con- 
ceive it, is set forth. The paper deals only 
with the fundamentals of our faith. I have 
made no effort to state in classified order our 
distinctive features, either as to doctrine or 
practice. I believe these things adjust them- 
selves whenever we give attention to the 
weightier matters of our sacred religion. 

If, as a people, we would present the 
great truth—that Jesus is the Christ the Son 
of the living God—that constitutes the fouu- 
dation of faith and life, without fear or re- 
serve, laying aside petty differences and in- 
dividual opinions, under the blessing of God 
our work would be many times multiplied. 
May the following words make us think and 
help us to unite in Jesus' name. 

I.    THE SUPREMACY OK THE HOLY   SCRIPTURES 

Theoretically the Christian world exalts 
God's Word ; practically, however, both as 
to matters of faith and practice its supreme 
authority is not only often questioned but 
repudiated. In this day of unbelief and ag- 
nosticism, of ignorant conservatism and ex- 
treme higher criticism it is most essential 
that a firm and uncompromising claim be 
made for the supremacy of the Word. It is 
a cause of no little gratulation among God's 
children that men of learning in every field 
of investigation speak and write in no uncer- 
tain word, according without reserve the 
highest place to the divine will as contained 
in the Bible. 

Apart from every other consideration the 
holy scriptures are supreme because of the 
work and life of Jesus  Christ.    His testi- 

mony is unimpeachable. It is infallibly and 
absolutely beyond controversy. The sacred 
writings stand uniquely and solitarily apart 
because of Christ's place in them. As a 
people we must fearlessly and uncompromis- 
ingly maintain this proposition. And with 
it several immediate corollaries must also be 
recognized. 

/. The Holy Scriptures are the only and 
ultimate source of authority. Creeds and 
formularies of faith, councils and confer- 
ences, princes and popes can never be ulti- 
mate sources of authority in matters of faith 
and practice. These may have their func- 
tion but in determining the relations of the 
soul to its God, in the final' analysis of faith 
and life they must be excluded. Brethren, 
give the Word of God the supremacy of au- 
thority. 

2. The Holy Scriptures are the only and 
ultimate source of doctrine. No article of 
faith, precept, principle, teaching or tenet 
can rightfully and authoritatively hold any 
place or command any respect except as 
positively and explicitly enunciated in the 
Word. A proper conception of the divine 
method will accord to every part of the 
scriptures their rightful place. It is as de- 
structive and as much to be deplored to 
wrest the scriptures, to go mad on some one 
statement, giving it a prominence never in- 
tended, as to formulate and enforce dogmas 
foreign to the Word. The Holy Scriptures 
alone can and must determine doctrine. 

j. 7he Holy Scriptures are the only and 
ultimate ground of appeal. In matters of 
Christain faith and practice this proposition 
must always hold. Were this accepted prac- 
tically as it is theoretically much cause of 
division would be removed. Many a preach- 
ment tried before this tribunal would fail to 
pass. 
II.      THE   ONLY   CREED   OF   THE    HOLY   SCRIP- 

TURES 

"He (Jesus) saith unto them, But who 
say ye that I am? And Simon Peter ans- 
wered and said, Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God. And Jesus answered 
and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon 
Bar Jonah ; for flesh and blood hath not re- 
vealed it unto thee, but my Father which is 
in heaven." Matt. 16 : 16, 17. Please also 
read Mk. 8 : 29 ; Luke 9 : 20 ; compare John 
6 : 68, 69. 

From the earliest Messianic intimation, 
Gen. 3 : 15, to the last utterance of the latest 
prophet this sublime proposition finds ex- 
pression in some phase. To him give all the 
prophets witness.    Acts 10 : 43. 

Jesus is the Christ the Son of the living 
God. No statement could be more simple 
yet more comprehensive. This creed needs 
no revision. It never becomes obsolete. It 
comprehends every other statement of scrip- 
ture as to the plan of human redemption. 
The Messiah, the Christ of God,—there is 
salvation in none other.    Acts 4:12. 

/. The supreme mission of Jesus Christ. 
No other Old Testament passage so grandly 
depicts not only the Messiah's suffering but 
bis mission as Isa. 52 : 13 ; 53 : 12.    . 


